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HISTORY IN THE MAKING

Tittle tattles
Future leaders
GRADE 6 students at St
John’s run their own
class parliament where
they can have a say on
school policies.

Elections are con-
ducted and ministers
elected. Each minister
has a portfolio which in-
cludes a job to do in the
school. Decisions made
in ‘‘parliament’’ are sent
to the principal for ap-
proval.

Trip to Canberra
GRADE 6 students are
going to Canberra in No-
vember as part of their
studies on government.
Parents and children are
busy fundraising for this
exciting excursion.

A mermaid’s tail
THIS year the school is
staging a musical called
The Little Mermaid.

There will be five per-
formances: on August 24
at 11am and 7pm; on
August 25 at 11am only;
and on August 26 at
11am and 7pm. Tickets
are on sale at the school
office, phone 6260 2121.

The living dead
ST JOHN’S School once
included a convent where
the Sisters of Charity
lived. This is now the
administration building.

Many teachers have
recounted stories about
noises and footsteps
heard on the top floor of
the building. A nun is
said to roam and turn on
the hand dryer in the
ladies toilet.

There is also supposed
to be a ghost who plays
the organ at night in St
John’s Church.

Sowing seeds
OUR kindergarten has
its own little area with
its own play equipment
and sandpit. Enrolments
for 2005 are now being
accepted. Please ring the
office on 6260 2121 for
any further information.

Plea to parents
DEAR Parents, the
Leavers t-shirts have
been finalised. Could all
money be paid to the
office as soon as possible.

— Valerie Reid

On the banks of the Coal

WORK AND PLAY: The Grade 6 group at St John’s School, Richmond.

ST JOHN’S School at Rich-
mond offers classes from kin-
dergarten to Grade 6 in a safe
and secure environment.

The well-balanced curricu-
lum is designed for students
of today and adults of the
future.

The school gives all chil-
dren an excellent start for
high school and adult life
with fantastic teachers.

We have been a project
school for the Essential
Learnings Framework, which
has been a stimulating and
rewarding journey for teach-
ers as well as students.

Camps are provided for
Grade 2 to Grade 6 and
excursions are enjoyed by all
classes.

The teachers and upper
primary students produce a
musical every two years in
the local Richmond Hall to
which other schools as well as
the community are invited.

The senior and junior
school choirs participate in
the Hobart and Eastern
Shore Eisteddfods and have
been very successful.

We proudly wear a school
uniform which includes a
sports hat, shirt, tie and

jumper plus a skirt for the
girls and trousers for the
boys. Our colours are navy
and an Elwood red. We also
have a sports uniform.

Celebrations are conducted
for religious occasions and we
enjoy recognising events such
as Grandparents Day and
Mothers and Fathers Day at

the school. The school also
encourages a strong commit-
ment to our school motto:
‘‘Love one another as I have
loved you’’.

Students are prepared for
the Sacraments — Penance,
Eucharist and Confirmation
— at the appropriate ages.

Students participate in a
variety of sporting events
held around the community
and with other Catholic
schools.

Every morning all classes
participate in daily PE which
includes 15 minutes of vigor-
ous activity.

The school has three play-
grounds for different age lev-
els and two large grass areas
for playing sport.

We also run a whole-school
Water Competence program.

Pupils are given opportuni-
ties to compete in a range of
competitions such as the
Maths Relay, OzSpell, Trivia
and MS Read-a-Thon.

Access to and from school is
provided by a private bus
company.

This year representatives
from our school had the hon-
our of carrying the Militia
Banner in the Anzac Day
march in Hobart.

RICHMOND VILLAGE
SUPERMARKET NEWSAGENCY

• Postcards • Petrol • Supermarket •
• Mainland & local papers •

• Fresh local fruit & veg • Quality meat •
OPEN 7 DAYS, WEEKLY SPECIALS
EFTPOS FACILITIES AVAILABLE

AS WELL AS INSTORE ATM
29 BRIDGE STREET, RICHMOND

PHONE 6260 2108 • FAX 6260 1036
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Prop: Judy Rolf

Specialising in:

WAXING
TINTING
FACIALS

MANICURES
PEDICURES

AND

MASSAGES

Special for July/August
Mini facials incorporating a

pedicure for $40.00
Opening Hours: Mon-Friday 9am-5pm

Sat by appointment         AH Ph 6265 1369

Richmond
Valley

Golf Course
MIDDLE TEA TREE ROAD,

RICHMOND 7025

OPEN 7 DAYS   Ph: (03) 6260 2644
• Licensed premises • Food & Refreshments

available • Hire Clubs

Richmond Valley Golf Course
Present this Coupon and receive 25%

off green fees and/or club hire
(9 or 18 hole course).

Valid up to plus including Aug. 31st, 2004

Specialising in Bio-Ionic Hair
Straightening

new
horizons

Shop 5
50 Bridge St
Richmond
Tas. 7025

Phone
6260 2266

hair
studios

CAMPANIA
SUPERMARKET

58 REEVE ST PHONE 6260 4102
Opening hours 8.00 am-7.00 pm

7 days a week

DISCOUNT PETROL OFFER
Purchase groceries to the value of $50

(excluding petrol, cigarettes) and receive
4 cents per litre off your next purchase 

of fuel – Limit 80 litres.

• General Groceries
• Petrol  • Hardware

• The Mercury

DARRYN WHITE

DARRYN WHITE & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
• BUILDING DESIGNERS

961 Cambridge Rd, Cambridge 7170 
• PO Box 381

Rosny Park 7018

P: (03) 6248 5868  

M: 0409 659 358  F: (03) 6248 5829

E: darrynwhite@ozemail.com.au   ABN 63 100 516 523

Richmond
Supermarket &

Cafe
• FRESH FRUIT AND VEG

• GOURMET DELI
• ATM

• EFTPOS
• TAKE AWAY & ROAST CHICKENS

Phone orders welcome
39 Bridge St, Richmond 6260 2187
Come and see Nick, Jack, Harry and
Tania between 7.00am and 8.30pm

13 Gordon Street
Sorell, Tasmania 7172

Ph (03) 6265 1077
AH (03) 6265 7444

AH fax (03) 6265 7555
Mobile 0428 127 127

Fax (03) 6265 1844

Email:
sorell@robertsre.com.au

Net:
www.robertsre.com.au

Richmond Child
Care Centre

Continuing quality family style
child care in Richmond

★ Now located off Commercial Road
(on the Richmond Primary School site)

★ Quality child care and pre-kinder programs

★ A large child-friendly playground with excellent
toys and equipment

★ Professionally staffed and community managed

Phone 6260 2647
or arrange a visit!

HAIR & BEAUTY
STUDIO

76 Howrah Road, Howrah
Telephone 6247 8177

Kaitlin Sulman recommends her mum’s salon
for all your Hair & Beauty requirements
including waxing, nails,
weddings, formals,
skin care Debbie Rowlands

Sales Consultant

Growing in faith
ST JOHN’S School was
established in the ‘‘old’’
schoolhouse adjacent to
St John’s Church, Rich-
mond 161 years ago.

Father Thomas But-
ler, who was in charge of
the Richmond parish at
the time, felt there
should be a school for
Catholic children ‘‘to be
brought up in the faith’’.

Fr Butler engaged the
services of Michael
O’Keefe to establish and
run the school from the
first school day in 1843.

The school started off
with 20 pupils.

In 1866, the Presenta-
tion Sisters arrived in
Tasmania and took up
residence at ‘‘Woodburn’’
in Richmond until St
Mary’s Convent was
completed in Hobart. For
18 months they worked

in the school and parish.
They were sadly missed
when they moved on.

In 1888, the Sisters of
St Joseph arrived and
remained at the school
for almost 100 years (un-
til 1983), ministering to
the needs of countless
generations of students.

The first lay principal
in the 20th century was
Elizabeth McMahon, ap-
pointed in 1984, who
unfortunately died in of-
fice in 1990. George
Toepfer was then princi-
pal for 11 years until he
was succeeded in 2002
by Denise Long.

The school moved to
its present location, still
within the parish/school
grounds, in 1925. Since
then, the school has
grown from two class-
rooms to seven class-

rooms and a multi-
purpose room.

The school was ex-
panded to include a kin-
dergarten in 1994 and,
with the help of the
parish, the old 1843
school building became a
classroom.

This year the school
has two prep classes and
other classes have be-
come composite to cope
with the increasing
numbers.

The school population
has grown from around
100 in 1983 to just over
250 this year, drawing
students from as far
away as Colebrook, Le-
wisham and Dunalley.

With the development
in Richmond and sur-
roundings districts, fur-
ther growth can be ex-
pected.

School page
team
Editing committee:
Holly Rowlands,
Rebecca Riseley,
Taylor Montgomery

Advertising: Holly
Rowlands

Comic Strip: Oliver
Bird

Journalists: Jayde
Allanby, Damien
Axelsen, Tori Burnie,
Chantelle Cane-Grant,
Damien Cane-Grant,
Stephanie Cannell,
Jacob Gillbee, Jake
Green, Joshua Green,
Sophie Halton, Samuel
Hardy, Justin Henley,
Jacob Langridge,
Hayley Lyne, Michael
McConnell, Taylor
Montgomery, Heather
Murphy, Luke Pierce,
Rebecca Riseley,Tom
Roberts, Holly
Rowlands, Kaitlin
Sulman, Lauren
Sutton, Harley Ward,
Jessie Webb


