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Cool jungle gym
SOUTH Arm Primary
School has updated and
improved its playground
for the benefit of students
and the community. There
was money available from
the State Government to
upgrade playgrounds and
this was used as well as
money raised by Sow Farm
Productions. In 2004 a
group of students visited
other playgrounds and
helped to choose equip-
ment for our new play-
ground. Equipment was
chosen which would be
challenging for the Grade
5-6s, and that the younger
students would want to
play on. Student comments
about the playground in-
clude: ‘‘It’s cool’’, ‘‘I like the
jungle gym because of all
the challenges on it’’, and
‘‘It’s awesome.’’

By Braddon Longo
and Hamish Sellers

Active challenge
A PROGRAM called Active
After School Communities
helps kids and others in the
community to be active
while having lots of fun.

This is available free of
charge twice a week to all
primary school children in
our area. Some of the activ-
ities held over the last three
years have included BMX
riding, golf, surf lifesaving,
trampolining and party
games. A lot of activities
are run by community
members who, once
trained, can deliver pro-
grams to the kids. Supervi-
sor Anita hopes funding
will be approved for an-
other three years as the
program is an exiting op-
portunity for kids to see
their friends, have fun and
keep active.

By Adrian Flounders,
Austyn Leggett

and Connor Lees

Full marks for Magic 100 Words program
THE Parent Literacy Program
at South Arm Primary started
about five years ago.

It involves teachers, parents,
grandparents, community
members and students work-
ing together up to three times
a week to improve students’
literacy skills.

Parents and community

members initially do training
in a group with a teacher and
then continue to meet regu-
larly to discuss strategies.

The parent literacy program
is based on teaching and learn-
ing strategies in the Bridges
and Unlocking Literacy pro-
grams. The main aim is to give
students extra one-on-one at-

tention which they may not
get at home or in the class-
room.

Each half-hour session in-
volves reading, writing and
spelling, including learning
the ‘‘Magic 100 Words’’ and
working on sounding.

Both parents and teachers
have noticed an improvement

in children’s literacy as a
result of the program.

Parent tutor Wendy Huxley
said: ‘‘I’ve been doing it for a
long time and it makes a big
difference to the children.’’

By Bradley Bryant, Chris
Dennison and Braddon Longo

Special thanks
This page was an initia-
tive of Grade 5/6 at
South Arm Primary
School. The school
thanks the businesses
who supported this
page, and Bradley Bry-
ant, Chris Dennison,
Corinne Knibbs and
Clare Spotswood for or-
ganising the advertis-
ing.

SOME PIG-HEADED FUN

NO PLAY INTENDED: A colourful performance during one of the scenes in a previous Piggery production.

PIGGERY, by Sow Farm Pro-
ductions, is an amateur com-
edy review performed by
adults in the community to
raise money for South Arm
Primary School.

Each year there are four or
five performances at the Cal-
verton Hall, South Arm.

Piggery started in 1981 be-
cause of a need to raise $500 for
curtains for the classrooms.
Mark Cuthbertson suggested
putting on a show to raise the
funds.

The first show was quickly
sold out, so they added extra
performances.

Since then Piggery has gone
from strength-to-strength, put-
ting on performances every
year.

The name came from the
way people talk so quickly that
South Arm sounds like ‘‘sow
farm’’, and as a sow is a female
pig it was decided to name the
production Piggery.

Usually, the shows don’t
have anything to do with pigs,
but the titles always reflect the
central theme. Pig Brother,
Piggyback Mountain and Des-
perate Houseswines have all
featured as names for shows.
Normally there are about 40
skits in a show; one long skit
about 15 minutes long, and a
few shorter ones.

People become involved in
Piggery for a variety of rea-
sons. Some parents or com-
munity members join because

of ties to the school, but many
of the present cast have no
direct ties to South Arm Pri-
mary.

Andy Quinn joined 20 years
ago because he went to a show
and thought it looked like a lot
of fun.

Crew and cast members are
also involved because they

meet new people and see peo-
ple that they wouldn’t see the
rest of the year, because it feels
rewarding, it’s for a good cause
and it’s lots of fun.

Although Mark Cuthbert-
son no longer lives in the area,
he continues to perform in
Piggery because of the strong
community spirit and ties.

New people are always en-
couraged to join.

Piggery cast members spend
up to three months developing
skits and preparing for the
performances.

Director Therese Soul says
she likes to think Piggery is so
successful because it gives
people a chance to have a

laugh and escape their every-
day life.

‘‘It gives audiences an op-
portunity to relax and unwind
and they can have a laugh at
the people on stage,’’ Therese
said.

By Rose Bowerman, Sarah
MacDonald, Clare Spotswood

and Chelsea Stewart
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lauderdale larder
Fresh, friendly & local

476 South Arm Rd
(next to the pub)

Best wishes to a great 
little school

Ph 6248 7190 (shop)
Mob 0409 286 434 (Aidy)

Lauderdale
Pharmacy

476 South Arm Rd,
Lauderdale

Ph 6248 7355
Proudly supporting

South Arm
Primary School

yumee bear
h a m p e r s

www.yumeebearhampers.com.au

Feel like
sending

something
different than

a bunch
of fl owers?

Experienced builder
Renovations, Extensions, 
Kitchens and bathrooms

Heritage work a speciality
Contact: (03) 6239 9438
(or mobile) 0417 153 013

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
• Groceries • Newsagency

• Petrol
• Take-aways
• Video Hire

• Post Offi ce Agency

Telephone 6239 9125

KARATE
CLASSES

Ever wanted to learn 
self defence, fi tness 

and a sport in one go?

Join South Arm Karate Club
Calverton Hall

Thursdays
For ANY AGE

Classes also held in Hobart
First lesson free!

For more details ph 6239 9022

Proud to support South 
Arm Primary School
For all your Real Estate 

Needs please contact our 
offi ce on

6244 8338
5 Bayfi eld Street, Rosny Park
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