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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

S MASH

Potatoes give us some seriously big numbers. Have fun -

P MaTH '

with these challenges:

A) Potatoes are grown on an estimated 195,000sq/km of
farmland across the world. Measure your classroom in
square metres and calculate how many square metres
are in a square kilometre.

Now work out how many “classrooms” of potatoes are
farmed across the world?

* Answers will depend on the size of your classroom.

B) In 2006, 315 million tonnes of potatoes were grown.
Australia’s population is about 21 million. If all the
world’s potatoes were sent here, how many kilograms
would each Australian eat in a year?

C) Every year one of Australia’s fast-food -
companies uses 9o million kilograms
of potatoes.

The number of kilograms used for
fries is 44 times more than that

used for hash browns. How many
kilograms are used for each product?

D) In the past 10 years world production of potatoes has
increased an average 4.5 per cent annually.
If 315 million tonnes were produced in 2006 and this
rate of increase continues, in what year will production
reach 370 million tonnes?

Answers: .
B. 15,000kg (15 tonnes) C. 88 million, 2 million D.2010

Try one or more of these:

1 Choose one variety of potato
and find a recipe suitable for it.

m Find a potato recipe suitable
for use in school lunchboxes. \

B Turn the most unusual potato
recipe you can find into an
attractive recipe card.

= Find a traditional potato recipe from
another country.

m Compile a class book of potato recipes.

www.freshforkids.com.au/veg_pages/
potato/potato.html

IRISH POTATO FAMINE

“Ireland is in your hands, in your power. If you do ;
not save her, she cannot save herself. | solemnly call .
upon you to recollect that | predict with the sincerest 1
conviction that a quarter of her population will perish 1
unless you come to her relief.” ,

Daniel O’Connell to the British House of
Commons, 1847.

= What was Daniel O’Connell
warning the British
parliament about?

= Did his prediction
come true?

= What caused the
potatoes to rot,
leading to the famine?

B Why didn’t the Irish
simply eat something
else?

Your view: What

could have been done
to prevent or reduce
the devastation caused
by the famine?

www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/
irish_potato_famine.cfm

I CREATIVE CROP :

Potatoes are great for artwork.
Try potato printing:
= Cut a potato in half.

= Use a knife or cutter to remove sections of the potato
flesh, remembering that the remaining portion will
provide the shape for your print.

W Press the potato face into a coloured inkpad or paint
. the raised surface. Use prints to decorate cards or
) wrapping paper.

- - Try using a series of class members’ potato prints to
create a group picture or tell a story.

= Use everyday objects such as paper clips, buttons and

. Ora potato puppet:
coloured paper to turn your potato into a puppet.

. % Work in small groups to write and produce a short

B

4 puppet play.

I VARIETY SHOW

Potatoes come in different sizes,
shapes, colours, textures and tastes. There are
thousands of varieties.

= Choose a potato variety commonly used in Australia.

On a piece of card, write a “Who am I?” question
3 detailing the potato’s physical appearance and how
y itis best used.

.+ Write the answer on the back of the card. The cards
can be used for research or class games.

Download the “Top of the
Crops” page from
www.mercurynie.com.au to
answer these questions.

® Why has the UN chosen
to celebrate the potato?

B Why is it important that
we focus on the world’s
food situation?

= Where were potatoes
first grown?

= How popularis the
potato? What place
does it hold in the
list of important food
crops globally and in
Australia?

m Why is the potato a
valuable source of nutrition?

B Why is it economical to grow?

More information and a potato quiz at
www.potato2008.org

) YOu BE THE JUDGE

Potatoes are often accused of being
fattening. But are they guilty or not

guilty?

= Find out the nutritional benefits of
potatoes, whether or not they contain
fat and in what circumstances they
may be unhealthy.

- Fold a sheet of paper or card in half.

Under the headings “Good News”
and “Bad News” list and illustrate
the ways in which potatoes can be
healthy or unhealthy.

Compiled by JEANETTE HILL
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