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THE attic in the old Green
Cottage had long been
home to bits and pieces
that nobody at the Cottage
School had the heart to
throw out.

Recent renovations un-
earthed a treasure trove
of artefacts telling some of
the history of our unique
school.

As we pored over the
old letters, books of
student writings and ar-
twork, embroidered wall
hangings, committee
meeting minutes and
much more, we became
aware of the traditions
we’ve kept over time.

The Cottage School in
Bellerive began in 1975,
when the late Sally Sorell
recognised the need for an
alternative model of edu-
cation.

We like our small
school. We have a good

student-teacher ratio,
there’s a homely feel; our
buildings are cosy, sunny
and comfortable places to
work and play. We follow
the Tasmanian Curricu-
lum, with music, art, dra-
ma and multi-media form-
ing an important part of
our program.

Older children are en-
couraged to look after the
younger children and we
all know each other.
We've always called our
teachers by their first na-
mes. We feel relaxed, se-
cure, confident part of a
big family.

People find it hard to
believe we don’t have a
principal. A Board of
Management made up of
teachers, parents and a
business administrator
runs our school co-
operatively, and has done
so since the school began.
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This model allows all
members of our com-
munity to enrich our
learning. Our school is a
circle of equals, not a
triangle with a leader.

Anne Patel has taught
at the school for 30 years
and says every child is
different. They learn in
different ways and we
structure our teaching to
meet their learning needs.

Anne’s daughter, Hana,
is a former student and
recently said that Cottage
School leavers transi-
tioned to high school as
confident learners, strong
in all areas of the curricu-
lum.

Many of the corner-
stones of our school phil-
osophy have been in place
since it began. Camps are
one of these. All children
from Grades 3 to 6 g0 on
camp, three times a year.

From learning to be
responsible for our be-
longings, to pitching tents
and washing the porridge
pot, camp allows us to
learn about our environ-
ment, build resilience and
skills for life.

Cottage School has a
healthy food policy. We
don’t have a canteen so
we bring fruit and sand-
wiches for shared platters
and we drink water. On
Mondays we help a parent
cook a hot meal for 80
people.

Our food policy encour-
ages us to try foods that
we may not eat at home.
We have our own veg-
etable garden and the
meal costs about $1.25 per
person.

We have Bike Days
twice a year and Environ-
ment Days once a month.
On Bike Days we learn
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about road safety, and
ride to a variety of places.

We learn bike mainten-
ance so we know how to
fix tyres when they’re

School talk

What do you like about
the Cottage School?

punctured and some ti-
mes we go to BMX parks
to race each other around
the track.

A traditional Environ-
ment Day is the trip to
Longley waterhole where
we swim, climb the big
old oak tree and pick
blackberries.

We go on lots of bush-
walks and visit museums,
galleries and factories,
but more importantly we
get to explore places that
we can share with our
families in the future.

As Margie Stirling, an-

Olive: | like the focus
on outdoor learning
because it's fun and
more practical.

Leo: | like going on
environment days
because we go to cool
places in the bus. |
also like sewing
because | can make
animals and pillows.

other teacher of long
standing says, “children
are amazing. Put them in
the right environment
and they will learn.”

COTTAGE School
students interviewed
George Underwood, son
of the late Sally Sorell
who founded our school.

“Mum started the
school because she felt it
was important that chil-
dren have a loving,
nurturing environment
in which to learn.

“Mum had a clear vi-
sion, a determination to
create something special
and a real love for edu-
cation, particularly for
younger children. In alot
of ways the idea and the
vision is the easy part,
it’s the hard work that
follows and the dedi-
cation to see it through
that should really be cel-
ebrated.

“In the early days the
school was a pretty wild

Family ties

place where we felt as
kids there was an almost
anything goes attitude.
Schoolwork was done sit-
ting on the floor at cut-
down kitchen tables. We
had school camps, bike
days, environment days,
and of course the infa-
mous shared lunches.

“Cottage School left me
with a lot of happy mem-
ories and a feeling that
this is the place where I
did my really important
learning.

“My wife Dianne and I
have chosen the Cottage
School for our daughter
Eloise because we be-
lieve this school in par-
ticular will help her de-
velop a confidence and a
self-belief that’s so im-
portant to have through-
out one’s life.”

SCHOOL TIES: Former Cottage School student George Underwood and his

daughter Eloise, at left, with the students who produced this page, back

from left: Mia, Jesse, Aaron, Jacob, Kyle, Stanley; and front: Caitlin, Larissa,
Brendan, Olive, Jett, Esther.

llan: | like playing
dodge ball at
break.

Kate: | like working in
small groups because
teachers know where
you're up to. They
know what needs
improving and what
doesn’t.

nie SCHOOL PAGE PROGRAM

Ph: 6230 0736

Edward: | like the
school because it's
small and the kids are
considerate and
friendly.

Ava: | like that we
don’'t wear uniforms.
You get to wear free
clothes all day.
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e LANDSCAPING
* HOMECARE
e LABOUR SERVICE
Tel: 0429 442 084
dogshodyemail@gmail.com

— Fully Insured and White Card
Certified —

SCREEN ACADEMY

..proudly supporting creafivity
and The Coftage School...

Training in Film & TV acting - ages 14+
Based at Goodwood Film Studios.

APPLY NOW ONLINE @
www.cooperscreenacademy.com

NICHOLS

television services

* conditians apply

0419 416 274

KEN VANCE MOTORS

: PTY. LTD. :

3 Cambridge Road
Bellerive
(opposite Ferry Terminal)

Ph 6244 3633

Proud to support
The Cottage School

PETER CALLIANDER

Professional Counselling

Psychotherapy MA

Cultural Psych
Personal, Relationship, Family,
Depression, Addictions, Anxiety
and compulsive behaviours.
Hobart.

0407 820 969

@@ Data Detective
k_/ Computers
Small Business & Home
IT Solutions

Computer Sales,
Upgrades & Maintenance

Proud to Support the
Cottage School

0429 110 034

enq@datadetective.com.au

ROSNY COLLEGE SHOP
HANDMADE GIFTS AND CRAFTS

SHOP 9 BELLERIVE QUAY
PERCY STREET BELLERIVE
PH 6244 8492 a
MON-FRI 10-3
L et ReSNY

S

thefoodstore

real food for real life

Accepting enrolments for 2011
Call Penny on 6244 3556
4-10 Queen St, Bellerive, Tas

2002489-100928
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