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THE BIG PICTURE SCHOOL

Connect Innovate Educate

Students’ pride in new

STUDENTS of Montrose
Bay High School’s Big
Picture campus moved
into their purpose-built
school on August 9.

The building was de-
signed in collaboration
with students from the
former Rosetta and Clare-
mont high schools which
have merged to form
Montrose Bay High.

Leading
the way

THE first Big Picture
Education Australia Con-
ference, “the start of
something big” was held
in Glenorchy from May
19-21.

At the conference, the
first Australian Big Pic-
ture and Big Picture-
Inspired Schools, Bridg-
ewater High, Montrose
Bay High and Yule Brook
College (WA), showcased
their stories.

Staff and students li-
stened to guest speakers
on a range of issues relat-
ing to educational plan-
ning.

These included Elliot
Washor, co-founder and
co-director of Big Picture
Learning, and Steve Bing-
ler, who served as a speci-
al consultant to the Office
of the Secretary of the US
Department of Education.

Workshops were held to
share classroom ideas
and strategies.

A highlight was the
making of films with local
expert, David Edwards,
and Big Picture film ma-
ker, Peter Flynn. This was
a chance for students to
showcase their concept of
Big Picture education and
display their creative
sKills.

The National Confer-
ence was an opportunity
for teachers and students
to share their educational
experiences.

Teachers’ views were
also taken into account
and the result is friendly,
innovative and flexible
learning areas.

A Kkitchen and relax-
ation area doubles as a
place for group dis-
cussions and guest spea-
kers. The ICT equipment
is state-of-the-art.

For Julie Leitch, head of
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the Big Picture campus,
one of the most exciting
things is how proud the
students are to be ident-
ified with a Big Picture
School.

The school — which
shares a prominent Broo-
ker Highway site with
Timsbury School and
Goodwood Primary —isa
new concept.
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Students from all three
schools are looking for-
ward to working together
in the future.

“I would like to thank
Goodwood Primary and
Timsbury School for al-
lowing us this oppor-
tunity to work with the
younger students,” Big
Picture student Sarah
Davis said.

“The experience of be-
ing with the different age
groups gives the public a
different perspective of
the three schools.”

Big Picture campus ad-
visory teacher James
Clark was full of praise
for the new school. “I like
it, it’s new, it’s clean, it’s
functional and it fits our
needs,” Mr Clark said.

THE

MONTROSE Bay High
School has developed the
first ‘“Big Picture
School” in Australia.

The new campus is
located on the northern
end of the Goodwood
Primary School site and
is attended by about 110
Grade 9 and 10 students.

Big Picture Schools
embrace the philosophy
of educating one student
at a time, capitalising on
their interests and pas-
sions.

“Big Picture learning
is the right pathway for
students’ learning,”
Montrose Bay principal
Mandy Reynolds-Smith
said.

“Personalised learning
is the way of the future.
It’s the first part of the
journey,” she said.

Mrs Reynolds-Smith
said the purpose-built
school provided flexible
learning spaces which
enable flexible learning
options.

The most important
element of the education
at a Big Picture School is
that students learn in the
real world.

The main component
of every student’s edu-
cation is the Learning
Through Internship
(LTI), where students
spend two full days each
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MONTROSE BAY HIGH

Big Picture School

SCHOOL PRIDE: Students Brodie Foster, Zac Shaw and Elizabeth Adams
at the Big Picture campus.

week alongside an ex-
pert mentor in the field
of the student’s interest.

LTIs can vary from
working in a bookshop
or a construction site, to
a wildlife park or visit-
ing a different institute
of learning.

For example, Mikayla
Webber is completing an
LTI at the Brighton
Racecourse while Nicole
Hall is enrolled at Clar-
ence Polytechnic for a
course in media and gra-
phic design.

Raine Paul’s mentor is
photographer Lucia Ros-
si, and Kirsty Whitbread
had worked at the popu-
lar Cutie Cups shop.

Matthew Roussow
shadowed filmmaker
Andy Wilson for two
days of pre-production
and two days of shooting
a music video featuring
Paris Wells.

Students negotiate
their individual learning
plan with their advisory
teacher, who investi-
gates opportunities at

worksites that match the
students’ learning goals.

Advisory teachers also
coach students across
the learning areas and in
their preparation for as-
sessment exhibitions
each term. These are an
important part of the
assessment process, pro-
moting student growth
and encouraging
students to go deeper
with their learning by
requiring them to create
and present evidence of
their work.
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School talk

What’s great about the
Big Picture School?

Hayden Clarke: Big
Picture is great
because you can
study the things that
are going to help you
in the future and you
can do internships.

Leah Wood: The Big
Picture School gives
you the chance to
follow your passions
while linking it to the
curriculum.

Jak Hirst: The Big
Picture School is
good because you
can study the things
you are interested in
and that are relevant
to you.

Xanath Newbold,
office manager: | like
the great rapport
between the students
and myself in the
office.

Alex Oldham: You
have the opportunity
to participate in
learning experiences
such as completing
the First Aid course
and Responsible
Serving of Alcohol.

Big thanks

THE following Montrose Bay High School Big Picture
campus students contributed to the production of this
Mercury School page: Kerralee Orr, Nicole Hall, Zac Shaw,
Woody Matkovich, Mikayla Webber, Jessica Mitchelmore,
Elizabeth Adams, Teshia Kelly and Alec Mansfield. The
students wish to specially thank Lucia Rossi for her
professional photographic advice, and all our generous
Sponsors.
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